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12   Foreign Language Acquisition
There are more than 6,000 languages in the world. Some languages such as English, 
French and Spanish are very common while others such as Andoa in Peru are rare. 
Evidence shows studying a foreign language has positive effects. According to research, 
as people become older they might be able to reduce the effects of aging. Also, bilinguals 
score higher on intelligence tests, have greater memory, and have greater concentration. 
Language learners also learn a foreign culture. Of course, the greatest benefit of acquiring 
a foreign language is the ability to communicate with a greater number of people. 
Especially when traveling abroad, knowing more than one language can be very helpful. 
In this way you can talk with many people, learn about culture, and understand different 
ways of thinking. 
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